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Navy Lab Opens a State of the Art Insectary in the Amazon 
Region of Peru 

Released: 2/6/2017 


Naval Medical Research Center 2016 
Junior Officer of the Year 

NHRC Researcher Studies Impact of 
Operational Postures on Low Back Pain 


From U.S. Naval Medical Research Unit 6 Public Affairs 



Naval Medical Research Center 
Welcomes New Director for Field 
Laboratory Operations 

NAMRU-2 Establishes Regional 
Reference Laboratory in Cambodia 

Navy Medicine Researchers Focus on 
Monitoring the Immune System to 
Diagnose and Treat Traumatic Injuries 

Navy Lab Opens a State of the Art 
Insectary in the Amazon Region of Peru 

New Bio-Informatics Software Allows 
for Interactive, Real-Time Analysis of 
Sequence Data 

Millennium Cohort Study Examines 
Self-Reported Back Pain and Combat 
Deployment 

R&D Chronicles: The Mosquito Fighters, 
Part XI: Malaria in the Dragon's Den, 
1964-1975 


Capt. Adam Armstrong, Commanding Officer, U.S. Naval Medical Research Unit No. 6, and the Honorable Brian 
Nichols, U.S. Ambassador to Pern, celebrated the opening of a new insectary with a ribbon cutting ceremony 


LIMA, Peru - The U.S. Naval Medieal Researeh Unit No. 6 (NAMRU-6) eelebrated the opening 
of a new inseetary, Deeember 9, 2016. The event started with a ribbon eutting eeremony. The 
Honorable Brian Niehols, U.S. Ambassador to Peru, and the Commanding Offieer of the Naval 
Medieal Researeh Center, Capt. Jaequeline Ryehnovsky, attended the event along with other 
invited guests. The new inseetary will be an important asset to eontinue the fight against veetor 
home diseases like malaria and dengue fever. 
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“The work that will take plaee in the new building is eritieal to the understanding and mitigation 
of infeetious diseases in the eountry, and exemplifies the eollaboration between the Peruvian 
Navy and U.S. Navy, as well as with the Ministry of Health, loeal and international universities, 
and researeh institutions,” said Capt. Adam Armstrong, eommanding offieer, NAMRU-6. 

“An ‘inseetary’ is a term entomologists use to deseribe a building where inseets are reared. 
Usually an inseetary houses self-sustaining eolonies in the lab and are an important resouree for 
the study of basie biology, as well as for applied studies sueh as novel eontrol measures,” said Dr. 
Gisella Vasquez, Deputy Department Head of Entomology, NAMRU-6. 


Development of Malaria Vaccine for the 
Military is Accelerated by Human 
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The modem 2,500 sq. foot, two story building in the Amazon Region of Pern is the eulmination 
of years of researeh. For example, in 2014, the NAMRU-6 Anopheles darlingi eolonization team 
reeeived the Delores M. Etter Top Seientists and Engineers group award. The new inseetary will 
eontinue to enhanee the efforts of this award-winning work. 

“The new inseetary brings a state of the art laboratory for rearing the mosquito. An. darlingi, the 
most important malaria veetor in the region,” said Navy Lt. Cmdr. Craig Stoops, Department 
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Head of Entomology, NAMRU-6. 

In addition to rearing An. darling, the inseetary supports the study of other important mosquito 
veetors sueh as Aedes aegypti, the veetor for yellow fever, dengue and zika. 

“Right now we have self-sustaining eolonies of An. darlingi and Ae. aegypti. These mosquitos 
eomplete their entire life eyele in the lab, from egg, to larva, to pupa, and finally to adult,” said 
Stoops. 

The inseetary allows for exeiting advanees in vaeeine development against malaria. “The new 
inseetary will faeilitate the produetion of the malaria parasite, whieh is eritieal to the efforts to 
develop a vaeeine for the prevention of malaria in deployed troops,” Stoops eontinued. 

The inseetary will serve as a regional resouree to assist in improving the ability of regional 
governments to eontrol malaria in loeal populations. 

The opening of the inseetary exemplifies the importanee of Navy Medieine’s overseas labs to 
eontinue forward foree health proteetion researeh and Navy Medieine’s eommitment to 
innovative and eollaborative projeets. 
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